
“Car Wash Fundraiser to Raise Awareness of Mast Cell Activation Disorder” 

 

On Saturday, May 6, 2017, over 25 middle and high school students from the Upper 

Merion Area School District’s C.R.E.A.T.E. Diversity Club (sponsored by teacher 

Angela Della Valle) and the Cultural Heritage Club (sponsored by teacher Melanie 

Gogarty), along with parents, community members and education majors from West 

Chester University gathered together at Candlebrook Elementary School, 310 Prince 

Frederick Street, in King of Prussia, for the fundraising car wash, “Once a Viking, 

Always a Viking!” from 9 am to 1 pm.   

 

In under four hours, despite an uncertain forecast, the car wash raised over $1500, 

including community members such as local Firefighter Joe Bartlett contributing $100.  

All proceeds from the fundraiser will go to Taylor Nearon to help defray the significant 

medical and living expenses associated with Taylor’s round-the-clock care.  Upper 

Merion Area graduate from 2014, Taylor, a talented soccer player, and known for her 

positive, bubbly personality who has a “never quit” attitude, has been battling one of the 

rare diseases, Mast Cell Activation Disorder, since her years as a middle school student.  

It was not unusual for Taylor to score a goal or two for her Vikings’ team, and then be 

rushed away to the hospital: she would refuse to get treated until she had contributed to 

her team.   

 

Mast Cell Disease is a rare and life changing disease that causes her to suffer from 

fatigue, digestive issues and cognitive difficulties. Taylor also suffers from which greatly 

effects her congenital, neurological, and cardiovascular systems.  In the past months, 

Taylor’s condition has become increasingly fragile with an uncertain future.  Currently, 

Taylor is in the hospital with a dangerous infection, and has been recently told she is 

suffering major bone loss.  

Aroma's Mediterranean Cuisine, owned by community members Ed Jandali and Rafah 

Sabouni, donated a lunch of chicken and lamb gyros to the kids participating in the 

carwash.  Local businesses (Giant, Acme, Wegman's and Wal-mart) also made 

contributions to help purchase supplies. 



 

Taylor—ever the inspiration to those around her—with the dual mission of not wanting 

anyone suffering to feel alone and to increase awareness of Mast Cell Activation Disease, 

has founded the Superhero Showdown Race (SuperheroShowdownRace.com), which will 

be held Saturday, June 17th starting at 8 am, at the Norristown Farm Park, and involves a 

15K, 5K and 1-Mile Fun Run.  All proceeds from Taylor’s outreach are given to benefit 

other families who are affected by Mast Activation Cell Disorder.   

 

 

The Upper Merion Mascot, the Viking, made an appearance to encourage community 

members to stop by for a car wash to support Upper Merion graduate, Taylor Nearon, 

who is battling Mast Cell Activation Disorder. 

 



 

The car wash welcomed the young and old to participate—High School Teacher and 

Cultural Heritage Club advisor Melanie Gogarty’s children were among the youngest and 

most enthusiastic car wash helpers! 

 



 

An unending line of cars and trucks cueing to be washed. 

 


